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under discussion was to secure peace, not conquests; the
Contracting Powers ought mutually to promise that they
would refrain from all acts of provocation which might dis-
turb the peace; if, contrary to their efforts, any war should
break out, it would be time enough later to discuss the divi-
sion of the spoils..
M. Bratianu thereupon bridled his imagination and on
October 30, 1883, signed the purely defensive kind of an '
alliance which Bismarck had in mind. The Austro-Ruma-
nian Treaty, which formed the basis of Rumania's adherence
to the Triple Alliance "Treaty of Peace," provided in sub-
stance that if Rumania or Austria were attacked without
provocation on their part [by Russia], the two Contracting
Powers would mutually assist one another against the ag-
gressor. Russia was not named in the text of the treaty
owing to Emperor William's wish on this point, and to the
danger of adding fuel to Pan-Slav agitation in case the
Treaty should leak out later through some indiscretion.
But the negotiations show clearly that Russia was the state
which the Contracting Powers had in mind. Germany, by
an agreement signed on the same day, undertook the same
obligations respectively toward Austria and Rumania that
they had taken toward one another. The treaty was to be
secret and to endure for five years with an automatic exten-
sion for three years more if not denounced by any of the
parties. In 1889 Italy, like Germany, adhered to the Aus-
tro-Rumanian treaty, and the Quadruple Agreement was
usually renewed from time to time (with slight modifica-
tions). The last renewal took place on February 5; 1913,
when it was extended to July 8, 1920.46
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In this connection it may be mentioned that Austria had signed a secret
treaty .with Serbia on June 28, 1881, which virtually placed Serbia under
Austria's protection and domination during the reign of the pro-Austrian
ruler, Milan Obrenovitch, i.e., until 1889, thus temporarily bringing: still

